
                                                                                                                                                                                 
                  October 9, 2009 

 Happy Friday Everyone! 

              We have enjoyed an exciting week in kindergarten. There are new 
activities every day. The changes keep most of us on our toes and eager for the 
engagement. We have explored counting jar, pattern blocks, attribute blocks, 
buttons, geoblocks and colored tiles. We have completed a couple of pages in 
our Math workbooks and even brought home a bit of homework.  

    Here is a picture of the new Question of the Day chart we use to graph and 
examine responses to simple questions. I was a bit surprised when 5 children 
said they had no breakfast before coming to school. Everyone should try to get a 
little something to eat. It adds fuel to their brains and bodies for the challenges 
ahead of them that day. Nourishment keeps students alert, responsive to critical 
thinking, and fosters creativity. In other words, they are mentally available for 
the learning at hand. 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Work Board has been changed to 3 days a week with more work on each of those days. We still do plenty of literacy 
on the other days but do not follow the Work Board design. We have received some acclaim for our email Shout-outs to 
KidsAreHeroes.com. The creator of the site, Gabe O’Neill, has gratefully acknowledged our little contributions to this 
project. I know that the children are seeing more in each of the hero’s projects. They show attention to the explanations 
and contribute ideas to our Shout-outs. Here is an image from their webpage that shows some of our recent work and 
dedication. You can read all of our Shout-outs at their website.  

              Can you keep a secret? I would like it to be a nice surprise for the children. There’s a kind post about it on 
JustGabe.com All of our class will be receiving wristbands in the near future and the class will be thrilled. I’ll share this 
news with them once they arrive in the mail. 
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That is an accurate 
adjective describing our 
class. The pictures I took 
one afternoon capture 
some of the joy, 
exuberance, creativity, and 
pride that is our class. 
These girls are on their 
way out to the bus loop 
and love their friendship. 
It's written all over their 
faces. They belong and 
that's a wonderful feeling. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our young friend on the right is enjoying the 
challenge of Speed Stacks (or sport stacking.) It's an 
exhilarating game with a timer. The object is to 
stack the cups into a tower as quickly as possible, 
then take the tower back to a single stack. Using the 
timer is half the fun! 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

This fellow is working on an 
arduous task indeed. Setting 
up the game Don't Break the 
Ice can even be a challenge 
for an adult at times. This 
guy is adding the final piece.  

 

 

Our trip to the pumpkin 
patch was a tremendous 
success. We look forward to 
our visit every year as the 

children get to experience a new environment with all their friends. I highly recommend you pay a visit to Fletcher’s 
Great Pumpkin Patch on Gunn Road with the whole family. They have so many wonderful things available. I hope to 
have pics of our visit in the next newsletter. Another spot in Southampton that is a ton of fun is Rolling Acres Corn 
Maze.  They are located at 53 Pleasant Street. And finally, Bashista's Orchard has all kinds of delectable apples, peaches, 
pies and pumpkins. They are located on East Street. 

  

Reminders:     Monday is Columbus Day and there is no school.                                                              
    

   We are still looking for envelopes so if you come across                                                               
   a deal, please send them along to us. 

   

For the November Projects Will Need These Donations:                                                                                                          
  empty metal 1 lb coffee cans to make drums                                                                 
  large brown paper grocery bags to make vests 
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We are no longer doing group trips to the 
restroom. It was taking up way too much of our 
school day. From now on we will utilize the 
bathroom passes, one for boys and one for girls. 
The children may exit the room for the restroom 
if a pass is available. Of course, if there is 
urgency, they may go with others but the idea is 
to plan ahead. The other K classrooms have a 
restroom immediately available and those 
children use a pass system as well. I am no 
longer asking the children before and after each 
transition as too many kids were taking me up 
on the offer, some children as many as 10 visits 
a day. Since we started the policy, I have 
noticed that the frequent users are still going at 
least 7 times a day. We are continuing on with 
the instruction while people are out of the room 
for these trips, They try to join in on what they 
missed during the 3 to 5 minutes they are out of 
the room. The extra time “saved” will be used 

to get more Math into our day. You can help by reminding the children that they need to plan ahead and to use the 
restroom pass rather than waiting for an invitation.  

 Have a wonderful autumn 
weekend with your children. 
They have worked and played 
hard this week. 

Regards, 

Mrs. Poulin                        
gpoulin@hr-k12.org                
http://poulingail.edublogs.org 

 

 

 Hello from some friends 
 in the drama area. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Here are some friends in the block area. 
This area has been of minimal interest thus 
far but that too will change as more people 
decide to build tremendous creations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 The fishing game is an interesting diversion. 
 
 
 
 
 

A table full of arts and crafts materials 
has been available since the start of 
school but the children have shown 
little interest. Now we have the 
maximum number (6) at every choice 
time. 

 


