September 25, 2009
Happy Friday Parents,

Well it's hard to believe that we are closing the
first month of school. There is a real spirit ohaounity
going on in our classroom and we are learning mbuait
how to get along. We have modeled asking for helmf
adults when things are too much for them to manégge.
have learned about the Work Board practice of “Bsk
Then Me.” In this, the students ask their peergfodance
and if they can’t help, ask an adult. It is an impaot step
toward growing independence while the students ligig
in more resourceful ways. Here is a picture of akVo
Board from last year. It shows a number of diffétasks
that each group is asked to do on any given dagirTh
assignments are listed below their names and thggs moved one step to the right each day.

The Work Board now has 2 or 3 jobs each day. Sactieities take longer, so on those days two
activities are enough. We will continue listenirenter, buddy reading, and poetry journals. We lzaiced
“dogs and fish” which are upper case/lower casehiag) games. We have also added puzzles with ¢olors
numbers, or letters on them. Please work with yhildren at home on upper and lower case letter
identification. A few students have all of them measd. Don't be surprised if your child reads oiteg letters
in reverse. A for ad or ap for aq are quite common and this is a developmental thioga learning issue. By
grade one or two, these things are pretty wellgitaned out.

. The students experienced their first fire drillileithey were at Music
on Wednesday. Principal Collins has reported thatas a very successful
event. Now the children will have a better underdiiag of what a fire drill is
all about. We will have these drills from time tmé throughout the year. For
the next 6 weeks, we plan to have a firefighteitinig all of the Norris
students to review a variety of safety informatidhese visits will take place
for our students during their extra visit with t@ecialists on Tuesday
afternoons. There is a Crisis Team at Norris thatorking on plans for a
variety of emergency scenarios.

Did you know that our classroom is traditionallyokvn, at
least in part, for its science exploration? We li\and every year we | e MG b
enjoy visits from some of our alumni as they stwmme of their finds.
Here is a picture of a yellow spotted salamandatr dhgrade 4 studen
recently shared with us. | am thrilled that studdatow they can
come back for these special sharing experiencesstOdents are rapt -
listeners when a buddy from upstairs is aroundnki&o Molly and
Alana! We loved your visit.

No doubt your child told you about our hike outlie vernal
pool last Friday. We saw what it looks like in flaf, made general -
observations, and pointed out our discoveriespkeho bring the class e
back several more times this year so we can

a) notice seasonal changes and dormant periods
b) observe animal habitat
c) observe life cycles of amphibians
d) develop a greater appreciation for a clean enviertm
e) become better scientists
The vernal pool is a relatively easy hike and ailiamsit with gentle hands and feet is a thrilliegperience.
Here are some pictures of our September visit. Ctrexwebsite for video footage of our lively viag well.




We hiked through the woods and down some earth and
log stairs to the pool which has generally beentgrap
this time of year. We found that there was a sipadl

of water still standing and the children reportedisg
frogs and salamanders. They also saw a centipede
which generated a discussion about whether oryt t
were poisonous. Before we could have a good
discussion about whether or not that was the cade a
what we should do if we’re not sure — the bug was
squished by someone who was sure it was poisonous.
This helped us into a discussion about how we \Wexe
visitors to the insects and animals homes andwbat
should be respectful of them in their own placeeréh
are lessons in life everywhere we turn. Below is a
picture of a student with a dead branch full ofdsol

Another student has a colorful leaf that she saret
brought back to share.




Next, we see some students looking at specimetiseoground and the hole at the base of a tree alKed
about what that hole means and many thought itaNasme for an animal. It was well dug out.

Here we are standing with the biggest tree in #r@al pool area. It has a nice notch in it wheeedhildren
like to climb in, climb around, and climb through.

This week, we will welcome the month of October aredre ready to add some more changes as well.

Every Tuesday we will have Show & TellYour child may bring in 1 thing (please not more
than 1) to show the group and to talk about. | lo@nd something they feel comfortable talking about
such as a picture of a pet, or a souvenir of aswipewhere. All 18 children will have something to
show and talk about so our sharing times are naafsbrief. The sharing is followed up with a Hrie

guestion and answer time for each thing.



Parent helperswill be invited in for our Work Board time to quig assist the children with their
work. If your schedule and ours meshes and you #tézhyour volunteer paperwork including CORI
checks, we will assign you a particular day ofwek. Please plan to arrive at 10:30 on nice dagis a
10:00 on very cold or rainy days (we start Work Bloaarly on those days.)

Monday is Library Day. Why not put that book inketbackpack right away so your child will be able
to pick out a new one?

Tuesday the 28will be an extra visit to Phys Ed. For part of thass time the firefighters are scheduled
to talk with the children. Be sure your child hagakers on for the rest of the class period.

October 1™ is a half dayfor all Norris student<Children must have snack from home including
beverageas there is no option to purchase lunch or srfackigh the cafeteria on that day.

Have a wonderful autumn weekend with your familésjoy the changing leaves and the fresh
produce available at our local orchards.

Regards,
Mrs. Poulin gpoulin@hr-k12.org http://poulingail.edublogs.org




