September 11, 2009
Happy Friday Everyone!

We have really taken off now! Many of our routirege getting to where they should be. We have
started Work Board lessons. And we are becomingbatquainted and making friends. The pictureswiest
home in last week’s newsletter should prove to beedul tool for practicing our friend’s namesislta long
process and not something that is mastered quiSidye that newsletter as it will help you to ptaee to the
name when it comes up in conversation.

Our Star of the Week project has begun as wellcamd
first Star was our buddy Ethen. Because Ethen haudder
sibling in our class, his family was more familigith the routine
and preparation of materials. This is what it labkk&e in class.
Last week, Ethen brought home a 12x18 sheet ofticari®n
paper and together with his family created a pasitéis own
special interests. Since their family had visitee ¥West this
summer, his poster was full of pictures of thoseeatlures. On
Tuesday, Ethen explained the poster and picturbsto
classmates. He had lots of teacher support exptaihie
pictures. (Keep in mind that language developmeatgritical
part of the kindergarten program. Skills are ledrt@ough
practice both with listening and speaking.) Theezanpics of
Mt. Rushmore, bison, fossils, and wild burrows. Poster hung
in the front of the room all week. We also haveeacsal letter
from Ethen’s parents, addressed to him, and readidb the
whole class. As a bonus activity, Ethen’s Mom aradi Dreated a
short video of Ethen at home “in his element” iLiywill. In it
Ethen introduced us to his siblings and his pets.af$o saw a bit of his home and his toys. So a<ga see,
the project has up to 3 parts. Most parents catogée poster and letter. The video or collecbbextra
pictures is a bonus activity.

The Star is also the line leader for the weektardneeting leader. The students draw picturebifor
or her and tell a bit about why they like the pars&/e share the pictures and the child brings theme to
keep. The final part of the project will be a Vditeead online. We are not quite ready for thatlleve
speaking but will be soon enough. Each child shbalkk a VoiceThread of their own before the enthef
project in February.

You are receiving a Scholastic Book order formisTif a special program that goes out to all school
children every few weeks and it allows parentsumpase paperback books at a good price. The teache
receives points from each order and these poirtsised to get more titles for the classroom. Eacé you
receive a flyer, you will see the due date oRPiease remember — DO NOT SEND CASHPERSONAL
AND BANK CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS ARE REQUIRED BY SCH OLASTIC AND ALL
CHECKS ARE MADE OUT TO THEM! Scholastic.com has lots of online resources asamellmany of
them are free. Check them out and create an owoighat you can use with your child.

This week we introduced Work Board and taugttddy Reading, Poetry Journa&dListening
Center It will take weeks of practice before the childmake the learning their own and can function et
independence. The key word here is - independ@cthinking for themselves, reflecting on the roes we
have established, and being aware of the rulelsdsir effort and procedures, they can then takeaoh e
assignment with less adult help. And by workingenoadependently, they will take more risks int@ev
broader learning opportunities while developingrtban personal interest and accountability.

We will have our first Library visit this coming dhday. On that day, your child will be borrowing a
book from the library and this is a big respon#idilPlease be sure to keep the book safe fromlemsiblings
and pets as they are quite valuable. The childiéilbe/able to take a new book out each week ag &mthey
have returned the last one. When a book is notrretl) the child still visits the library but doesgét a new
book. After a couple of weeks, if the book is gtiissing, you will get a notice from Mrs. Mari, dibsrarian,
that the book is still out and the replacement $k.xx.




Like so many other students across the countrywagéched” President Obama in his address to
students. In his message, he asked studentstteeiryhardest, celebrate those things they are ggaahd
contribute to a better country. These are the thimg stress in kindergarten too. We ask them if teel they
are doing their best and if they are sharing thlgits with their peers. There are so many wondeHings
going on in class and it's a joy to see it hapddms is how we build community, by helping othersla
accepting it from them in return.

This week, we cut up apples for applesauce ancrapgles prints. The latter are hanging in the hall
and will be on display for Open House on WednegHayl 8" at 6:30. This is a time for bringing the kids as
they can tell you all about the classroom and thergplaces that are part of their days.

We also visited the Kids Are Heroes website aficsieveral “Shoutouts!” for the heroes. More cheldr
are contributing thoughts and phrases to our mes$age day, the kids actually said “Let’'s do a bog time.”
| hadn’t noticed, hmm. So we chose Orren Fox. Heeebit from the website about this 12 year ofut'gject,
“Currently he has a goal to raise $500 for Heifgetnational flocks of chickens. “With gifts of &gtock and
training, Heifer International has helped more tianillion families move closer to self-reliancehi€kens
boost family income and nutrition worldwide, prowid a steady supply of protein-rich eggs. A siregg
provides the daily requirement for a 3 year olddhi

After we finish the Shoutout message, we enjoybigehumbs up image
that follows.

Reminders:
Open House this week - 6:30 Wed., Sept' 16
Scholastic book orders in by Fri., Sept. 18th
School Pictures - Thurs., Sept?dutdoors!

Have a great weekend with your children!

Regards,
Mrs. Poulin

gpoulin@hr-k12.org  http://poulingail.edublogs.org




