
             April 17, 2009 
Happy Friday Everyone! 

 
 Okay! It’s official. We are crazy about 
science. There is so much to explore and discover 
about our world that we could spend an entire year 
just doing that. This week, we went into simple 
machines in a more direct and hands on way. The 
children used blocks, legos and other found 
materials to create examples of simple machines.  
 
 

 
 
 
We made levers which can help us to lift things more 
easily. We made inclined planes which help us to move 
things to a higher or lower place more easily. And, we 
made and used wedges which help to spread things apart. 
We created a bulletin board display of some of our 
favorite simple machines, and we tried to use the new 
vocabulary in our explanations. I have a video recording 
of many of these explorations and explanations. Watch 
for that in the next couple of weeks. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



We also got an up close look at one of our classroom fish which died. We used our Intel microscope to examine 
it more closely. Another fish has been added to the tank. This one is an algae eater and the children had plenty 
to say about it. Many seem to be familiar with this one which is also called a catfish at times. Hampton Ponds 
has a lot of catfish swimming in it and one of the children talked about catching a big one in the boat.  
 
This specimen was added to our collection of house plants to serve as fertilizer. Remember this is why I don’t 
name the fish or develop attachments. A five gallon tank is a challenge for even the most hearty of species.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday was the big Quidditch spectacular. We watched the first game with all of the kindergarten and first 
grade classes. We had pennants that we made in Art class last week and we learned some chants and cheers as 
well as the chicken dance during Phys Ed earlier this week. It is a fond memory for the children and something 
they can look forward to when they are in Grade 6. 
 
Have a wonderful and safe vacation week with your children. They have worked and played hard and deserve 
some rest time. Consider having a classmate over for a play date this week. It will be a very special time for 
everyone involved. 
 
Regards, 
Mrs. Poulin   gpoulin@hr-k12.org   http://poulingail.edublogs.org 


