March 27, 2009
Happy Friday Everyone!

The week has been filled with challenges and thaents are working hard. We started the week with
half of the class modeling Writer's Workshop adradependent activity. The other students practiced
composing a message with me and then they visiethble of students writing on their own. We nadichat
they were working quietly, rereading their workdawd illustrations, and writing new messages. Qddyr, we
all opened our writing folders and gave it our ks¥sit.

This will take lots of practice over the comingmtio and this will build confidence. You can helpuyo
child at home in a number of ways. Having convéngsatabout personal experiences is great. Letlihe @l
the story with detail and expression. Encouragmtteexplain and then illustrate their story. Tdget you can
help your child to write words that go along wiltetstory. This should not be a painful or arduoysegence.
Give them just enough help to keep things movindjtarkeep their confidence up. You certainly shdagd
writing part of the story and this is in supportlo¢ir learning. You are modeling writing and shogvthem that
words have meaning and that people communicateg psint.

We have continued to explore the world of plaiitss week we watched a Discovery Education video
on Spring including all the signs. Students cregietures of signs of Spring as part of their WBdard. We
have also kept an eye on our classroom plants widaek grown tremendously. In fact, they are up’t@ai.

A few stuents have planted a seed on the playgrd\h, THAT is hopfuthinking!



The beautiful weather has meant that snow pastputraway for the year. Hats may still be called f
but mittens are rarely seen. The children are ptagn the playstructure and using the hanging ladigebuild
strength and have fun. The playground areas atitablafor your use after school hours, so bringwhole
family down to meet friends and play.



Have a wonderful weekend with your children. Thaydaworked hard this week in many areas.

Regards,
Mrs. Poulin gpoulin@hr-k12.org http://poulingail.edublogs.org

PS We had a wonderful time exploring the Mac lppton Friday as well. Check our website
for some video of it. The students were good ksteand seemed to take to the laptops and
their touchpads with ease. We needed very little &fter the initial explanation of our
software. “Storybook Deluxe.”



