January 30, 2009

Happy Friday Everyone!

Well, once again our week has been broken updnow day and a delayed start. It makes for
interesting schedules but also means we lose oatibkRriday Fun Day activities. All the same, therkv
continues. We have started a new unit of Investigatmath. This one focuses on Measuring and Cogtnti
We do not use rulers yet. Instead we work with stamdard tools - cubes and craft sticks.

Enrichment of this includes discussions in geolgya his week, we spoke on Skype with a class in
Sugarland, Texas. How far away is this? We lookdteaglobe and also daoogle Eartho grasp the idea
of measuring distance. They are far away from odaSaway that they are wearing shorts and lodkloeir
windows at green grass and trees. How long woukiké to drive there in a car? How long would kKetd&o
fly there? We fly there in our space ships with Gledarth. The concepts of long ago and far awayast
understood through visual and experiential means.

The handout you received earlier explains thedtigations work in more detail. | hope you read
these handouts as they provide valuable tips otirzong the work at home. Do not be discourageur
child does not yet fully grasp the math you seeingrhnome with them. These concepts are reintroduced
cycle throughout the years so the children wilisgxthem later on.

We are planning another Skype call today but thestetter is going to print before school so result
of that call will be shared next week. This is pEra big project entitled Around the World In 86h8ols.
The organizer is Ms Silvia Tolisano in Jacksonyiforida where she works as a Technology Integmati



Facilitator. Her ambitious undertaking will briniget students in her school into contact with otiedents
all over the world. We have made our other conoestihrough this project as well.

Our snowbanks are now much taller than we aréinglihas been fun. Once the snowbanks turn to
ice, we will stop the play in that area. Accidelnéppen very easily and it only takes a few morgsvie the
nurse’s office for the sliding to be halted. Aleteame, the children need their outdoor play appare
Thursday, there were good sized puddles so indmasses were called for.

We had a bit of confusion this week as a coupktudents claimed to own the same snowpants.
PLEASE LABEL THE INSIDE TAGS of all outdoor clothgn As it stands, one student is missing their nice
dark black bibbed snowpants. If you had these drblhgme by your child on Monday, please return them
ASAP. They are very valuable to the student. Weeteeouple of pairs of older and torn snow parsts,h
and mittens in class for the students to borroa pinch. Please make every effort to provide thenybur
own child.

At the end of this newsletter you will find a seatthat must be signed, cut, and returned to me on
Monday or Tuesday. In doing so you are letting mevk that you have read the newsletter. | have had
reason to question this over the past few months.

We are still looking for empty %2 gallon OJ or mdértons, well rinsed. We need these for our
Valentine boxes. Only 5 students have broughtshaiso far.










Regards,
Mrs. Poulin gpoulin@hr-k12.org http://poulingail.edublogs.org




