October 24, 2008
Happy Friday Everyone!

The colder temperatures have brought out the vedothing,
including hats and mittens. It would be more thdittla helpful if you could
teach your child to zip or button their coat and g their own gloves.
Sometimes the children have clothing that is mbaa tthey can handle.
Developing independence in kindergarten is a brgygfeour day. Most zippers
can be handled with a bit of practice. Please be that | am not the only one
having them do just that. Several children havenl@easantly surprised that
they can zip up a jacket or a sweatshirt that #rents have automatically done
for them in the past.

We have been diligent in our tasks this week. é&m@anded Work
Board met with success. The change in math a&svitias both welcomed
and challenging for them. Keep up the counting fictacWe are not
consistent in our counting and this is fundamer@alk Norris School math
specialist has had the opportunity to review sorogkvgamples. Together,
we have discussed what each child is able to daf thiey are still
challenged by, and we’ve discussed how best to these challenges. It is
no surprise that counting practice is necessaryntmy of the children.

)

Next week, we will do more work in the area of measent. The vocabulary we will work with is

shorter, longer, taller, compare, and measurexou can make these words a part of your daily
life at home so the children will have a better enstnding when the words are used in class.

Here are a few of the counting activities we have

discovered this week. Students add lady bugs to the

leaves to match the number. Other students use the
Inventory Bags for counting and recordsegs of objects.



Below, you can see some students working on Readrarthe Room. If they use them safely, they may
use pointers. If that presents a problem, theywed fly swatters as pointers instead. The objeitteo
activities is to identify words, numbers, or synsl the classroom environment. Print has meanigs
used in a variety of ways every day.

Listening center is now more challenging with the
comprehension questions emphasized. If a child
cannot answer these questions, they listen to the
story again. The second time will often answer the
guestions for them as they will listen more
carefully.

We are also beginning to use Write Around the Robine. children copy words displayed in the classroom
using lined paper and clipboards. They sometimlkesado this job when the rest of their assignméiatse

been completed.



Two class books were written this week. | hopede them in an online activity for the webpaQer
Friendship BookandOn Halloween Nighwill be visiting your homes soon. Thank you foturaing the
books promptly. The children listen intently to thates you are sending in the parent log journals.

We have also enjoyed a number of craft projectse Hege are working on a few of them.

Our classroom and hallway are looking more festiaeh day. In the above blue paper nighttime scenes,
the children used their imaginations to creater@dtng haunted houses and Halloween pictures. Tibeg
cray pas, the oil based crayons. They also useé siiercut shapes. Each picture tells a story amd th
children are excited with the quality of their work



We have also painted pumpkins with yellow insided eoday we made witches as our Friday Fun Day
activity.

Tonight, Fri. the 2% is the Norris School Halloween Party with plenfy o
fun activities for the children to enjoy. Many ttarto the PTO for
organizing this annual event. It runs from 6:0015/for students in
Grades K thru 2. Older students will attend latethie evening.

Parent Conferences! Wednesday, Thursday, and Faidel. daysPlease
send in snack on Wednesday and Thursday, includinpeverage.

Friday will be our Fall Festival Celebration. Ifyevould like to, you may
send in a snack for the whole class to share.Cehula is our Room
Mother. You may contact her with any questionsesrdsa note in to me.

Lori’'s number can be found in the Family Directdimat went home last
week.

Have a wonderful Fall weekend with your families!

Regards,
Mrs. Poulin

gpoulin@hr-k12.org http://poulingail.edublogs.org




